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Why a cartoon?
- trying a different approach 
text by by Carrie Moorcroft and Anya Moon, 
Education Division, Chester Zoo, North of England Zoological Society 

Chester Zoo’s participation in the ShellShock 
campaign involved staging an exhibition in our 
Wildlife Discovery Centre.

The ShellShock campaign materials sup-
plied by the European Association of Zoos and 
Aquariums (EAZA) included many worrying facts 
and disturbing images.  Although we wanted 
visitors to understand these and even perhaps 
be shocked, we did not want to turn them off or 
have them walk away.  So, a cartoon idea was 
devised as a palatable way of conveying com-
plex and potentially gruesome messages to a 
family audience.

Hearing about the Yunnan box turtle we 
decided that this story would be ideal, providing 
the opportunity to convey many conservation 
messages but also a potentially happy ending.

With our aim of taking people on a journey, 
a comic strip in 15 panels was set out around 
the room, allowing visitors to follow Shelley from 
baby to adult.  Along the way they encounter in-
teractive items, live species, interesting facts and 
even a live presenter to reinforce the message.
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cartoon by Noel Ford

The End




